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and nobly accompliſhed Knight, 
Srlonun DANYERSs, all 


che blefings of this, and a 
| better life, 


EY: 9 Ce read how Lachariab 
Ze being ſtruck dumbe, cal- 
hs led for Table-bookes 


thereon to write his 


minde, making his hands to ſup- 


ply the defe&t of his mouth : It 
hath bzea che pleaſure of che pre- 
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tree, whoſe 'root your liberahty 


ther order theexerciſe of my pub- 


mands I humbly ſubmx)to make 
me mute, forbidding mee till fur- 


lIicke Preaching, wherefore } am 
faine to 1mploy my fingers 1h wri- 
ting, to make the beſt ſignes I can, 
thereby to expreſle, as my deſire to | 
the generall good, ſo my particu- | 


lar graiutude to your Honour. 


of 


May this Treatiſe but finde 
the ſame favour from your Eie, as 
once 1t did from your Eare, and be 
aſwell accepted when read, as for- 
merly when heard. And let this 
humble Dedication be 1nterpre- 
ted a weake acknowledgement of 
thoſe ſirong obligations your 
bounty hath laid upon me, Well 
. may you taſte the fruits of that 


hath preſerved from whithering. 


: The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 


taught mee the Art of frugality, 
to1mproveevery thing to the beſt 
advantage ; by the ſame rules of 


thrift, cthismy Dedication as re- . 


turning thanks for your former 
favours, ſo b:gs the continuance 
of the ſame, And to end,as | began, 
with theexample of Zachariab, as 


his dumbneſle was but temporary ; 


ſo 1 hope by Gods goodnefle, and 
che favour ofmy friends,amongſt 
whom your Honour ſtands 1n 
the higheſt ranke,the miracle may 


be wrought, that che dumbe' may 


{peake again,andas well by words 


publikely profeſle, as now. by his: 


| hand, he ſubſcribes himſelfe, 


Tour Servant in all 
Chriſtian office. 
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rae Shall be ſhort in my addreſſes unto thee ; 
> ' ot onely, becauſe I know not thy diſþo- 
> WS ftion, being « firanger unto thee , but 
| GY ciefly, becauſe I am ignorant of my 
TVS EY owne preſent Condition, remaining as 
yet, 4 ſlranger to my-ſelfe. Were I reſtored to thefree 
uſe of my Funition, 1 would then requeſt, the concur- 


- rence of thy thankes with mine, to 4 gracious God the 


giver, 4nd hanowrable Perſons the dealers of this great 
faveny unto me; Were finally interdicied my Calling, 
without hope of recoverie, 1 would beſpeake thy pitty i0 
bemoane my eſtate, But tying «1 yet in the Harſbes 
betweene Hope and Feare, 1 am no fit ſubject to be 
condoled for, or congratulated with. x 

Tet it #, I truſt. nopiece of Popery to maintaine ; that 
the prayers of oth:rs may be beneficiall, and available 


for a perſon in my Purgatorie condition, Which moves 


we 10cravethy Chriſtian ſuſfrages, that I may be ridde 
out of my jeſent torment, on ſuch tearmes as may moſs 
zexd to Gods glory, mine owne good, andthe eatfication 
of o:hers, However matters ſhall ſucceede, it is no (mall 
comfort 10my Conſcience, that in reſpcet of my —_ 

| rialt- 
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'To the (, briftian Reader. 


riall Fnndtion, I doe pot die Felo de {e; net ſlabbing 
my Profefiion by mine own laFimeſſe, who hitherto have, 
and hereafter ſhall improvemy utmoſt endeavours, by a- 
ny lawfull meanes to procure my reſtitution. 
When the Prieſts would have carried the Arke after 
David, David forbad them to goe further, If (ſaid 
hee" I ſhall finde favour in the cycs of the Lord, 
hee will bring mee againe, and ſh:w mee 
both it, and his habitation. But if he thus ſay, I 
haveno delightin thee: behold heream I, let him 
doetome, asſeemeth good unto-him: Some per- 
chance woulda perſwade me, to have the Pulp tcarried af- 
zer me, alowg with me to my private Lodgings, but hi. 
therto I have refrained from ſuch exerciſes, «s ſubjetFto 
off ence, hoping in due time to bee b'0nght b cke tothe 
Pulpit, and endeavorring to compoſe my ſelfe 10. Da- 
vids reſolution. And if I ſhould bee totally forbidden 


my Funttion, this is my confidence, that, That great - 
paſture of Gods Providence, whereon ſ0 many of my 


Profeſi.on doe dayly feede, is not yet _ bars by 
their biting, but that, beſides them and Millions more, 
it may ſtill comfortably maintaine, 

Thy Friend ard ſervant 
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Grve rather diligence to make Jour 
Be calling and eleGion ſure. 


; » Ans life may not unfitly becompa- = 
: Wn,  <d toa Candle. Cuiiofity may 
MIB well bereſembled to the Thiefe in 
| [8 che Candle, which makes men 
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FROGS) : fpcnd much pjetious tine in 
needlcfle diſputes, the conclulions whereofare 
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X Rath. 2, 20; 


both uncertaine and unprofitable. The Schoole- 
mens Bookes: are tufted with: ſuch queſtions, 
abour. the diſtances and dignitics of Angels, .as 
if men were to m?rſhall them in Ranke and Fre, 
how rhat heavenly Hefte doe march in glory 
one before another, When men heare impro- 
bable matters from farre Countrics tated; un- 
to them, it is their uſuall Returne, It & better to 
beleeve them, thew zoe thither to cenfute thens. But 
let us notcredit many unlikcly-hoods concer- 
ning Angels, which the boldnefle of School-- 
men have obtruded-upon- us, but-ratner-labour 
in Gods due time, to goeto licaven,there with 
our owne happy experience to confute theme 
Well it is {aid of Socrates, that he was the - 
firſt of the Grectays , which humbled ſpecula- 
tive into morall Philoſophy, How well would 
the paincs of that Miniſter be-1mpleyed, who 
ſhould endeavour to bring downe ard abite 
many ſuperfluous contemplative Queries into 
practicall Divizity, It wereliberty enough it. 
the Sermons of all Preachers were bound to 
keepe. Reſidence onely on ſuch ſubjeRts, which 
al] Chriſtians are bound to beleeve, and pra- 
ice for-their ſoules health 5 Amongſt which 
the Do tine in my Text, may juſtly challenge 
aprincipall part, When Nagwie heard but the 
mention of the name of Bo«J, the Max, ſaid 
* ſhee, & weere unto ws, and of our affinity z SO 
nv ſooner:doe you heare this Texc read unto 
ycu, Grue rather diligence to make your calling and - 
eleftion ſure; but cvery well affecied heart is 
"Ml ready, _ 


1” 
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—————_ 


ready to claime: blood and challenge righc 
therein, Queſtions about Angels are neither k:fe 
or kinne co my {oule ; bur this a preceprof thacr 
conſequence, of that concernmenr, we-all ought 
to ſhare a part and intereſt in the ſpeedy and 
reall practice thereof, - 

Some difference there is betwixtus, and the 
Romaniſts , in reading the Text who follow- 
ing the vulgar Latine, adde per bona opera ; make 
your calling and elettion fure by good workes, A 
clauſe altogether omitted in our Engliſh 
Tranflations, becauſe in the Greeke nothing 
appeares an{werable thereunto. Good reaſon 
theretore, that we ſhould correctthe tranſcripe 
by the Originall, and purific the ſtreame to the 
cleareneſſe of the fountaine, God grant, that 
though on.theſe juſt grounds we exclude good 
works, out of the Text, wee may admir, em- 
brace, and practice them in our lives and con- 
verſations. 

My Text may not unfitly bee compared to 
E huds dagger, ſhort, but ſharpe. Andalthough 
now it be falne intoa lame hand, (the unwor- 
thyneſle of the Preacher in this place ) to ma- 
nage it, yet inforced with the afliſtance of 
Gods arme, it may prove able to give the dead- 
ly blow, to foure Ezlow ſinnes, tyrannizing 10 
rt00.many mens heatts, | 


- 1+ Supine _—_— in matters of SavU4t60n, 


2. Buſie medling in other mens matters, 
3. Prepoiterons curioſity in wnſearchable my- 
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4+ Continuali-wavering, or $ calneſs cop 
cerning our Calling and Election. 


Supine negligence is diſpatched in that word, 


Give diligence, This grace of Afſurance.tsunat- 
tainab] by caſe and idleneſſe. 

Buſie medling in other mens matters: is de- 
ſtroyed in the Particle Tour. Exch one 0wght prin- 
cipally to intend his owne aſſurance. 

Pregoſt.rous curisfity is ſtabbed with the order 
of the words, Calling and Election, not Eledton 
and Calliag, Men :.ilt firit begin ro aſſure their 
Callinz,and then afc-adendo,argucandinterre the 
aſſurance of th-ir EleFzon. | 

Continuall: wavering is wounded under the 


fifth ribbe, in the concluſion of. my Text, 
Sure, Wee wiil but touch at three firſt, and - 


landat the laſt, as the chicfe ſubject of our caſu- - 


ing Diſcourſe, 


This Graceof Aſſarance 15 notattainable with 
eaſe and idlenefſe, Chriſtianity is a laborious 
Profeſſion, Obſerve Gods ſervants cleane 
through the Scripture, reſembled to men of 


painefull vocations : To Racers, who. muſt 
ſtretch every ſinewto get firſt to the Goale: to 
Wreſtlers, atroubleſome emploiment, ſo that I 
am unreivlved whether to recount it amongſt 
Toiles, or Exerciſes, (at the beſt it is bur a 


toil:ſome Exerciſe.) To Souldiers, who are in - 
conſtant Serviceand dayly Daty, alwaies on the - 


Guard againſt their Enemics. Beſides, we Mini- 
fters arecompared to Shepherds, apainefull and 


dangerous profeſſion amongſt the Jewes; to -- 
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Watchmen, which continually wake for the good 
of orhers; {> that beſides the difficulties of our 
Chriſtiancallivg, weareincumbred with others, 
which attend our Miniſteriall funion, Ler none 
therefore conceit, that Salvation with the Gra- 
cesaccompaning it (whereof this 4ſſurence we 
rreat of is a Principall) is to be compaſled with - 
facility, without conſtant care and endeavour 
co obtaine it. How eaſily was the man in the 
Goſpell let downe to our Saviour in the houſe, 
whilſt fouremen for him uncovering the roofe 
thereof, let him downe with cords lying quiet- 
ly onhiscouch 2 Some may ſuppoſe that with - 
as little hardſhip they may bee lifted up to hea- 
ven, and that whileſt they lazily lye ſnorting 
on their beds of-ſecurity, (never mortitying 
their luſts, never ſtriving for grace, neverſtrug.- - 
ling againſt their corruprions) they ſhall bee. 
drawneup to happineſſe, oritletdownto them, 
merely by the cords of Gods mercy,andChriſts 
merits, Such men withoutamendment will one 
day finde themſelyes dangeroufly deceived, and 
that it isa laborious taske, to gaine either the - 
ſureneſſe, oraſſurance of ſalvation, whereingac- 
cording to the Apoſtles preſcription, wee ml - 
givediligence. 

To make your [Each Chriſtian is principally YT... 
to endeavour the Affurance of his owne Cal. 
ling and EleQion. ] Indeed it weretobe wiſhed, 
that Parents, beſides themſelves, were aſſured 
of the true ſanity (ſoby conſequenee oftheir 
| Calling andEleRion) of themſelves — 

|  oS ed... 
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cd the children God hath given them, -of the 


ſecond part of their ſelves lying in their bo- 
ſome, their: wives, of true grace 1ntheir friends: 
and family, How comfortable were it,if Mini- 
ſters were aſcertained of true grace and pietie 
1n the breaſts and boſomey of the people com- 
Mitted to their charge. Bur the beſt way to 


paſſe a ratiorall verdict, on the ſincerity of ſan- 
tity inanorher,is firſt to finde an experimenall 
Evidence therecft in ones own heart, A Phylo- 
ſopher complained, thar it was an exceeding 
hard thing ro findea wiſe man, true, ſaid. an- 
other, for he muſt bee a wiſe man that ſeckes bim, 
and knowes when he hath found him ; and hence a- 
riſeth the difficulty, becauſerwo wiſe men inet- 
fect muſt meer together, the Seeker, and the 
Finder, It isa hard thing in like manner ro bee 
aſſured of untained faith, and undifſembled De- 
votion in 'another, mans heart, Becauſe firſt, 
that party muſt have a feeling of the operati-' 
on of grace-in his owne ſoule ( otherwiſe 
blinde men are incompetent Judges of co- 
Jours ) before he can make his preſumptions 
of holineſſe in another, from hoſt facred ſym- 
promes and fruits of piety, which he findes in 
his owne Conſcience, Let ir therefore be eve- 
ry mans- maine wotke, firſt to make a ſcrutiny 
in his owne ſoule, to make his own Caliivgand 
Elefion (ures | 
How contrary isthis to the common practice 
.of moſt in the world ? Ir is a tale of the wan» 
dring Jew, but it is too much truth' of too 
| many 


But alaſſc,as the Hebrews read their letters back- 
ward: fo it 15 to be feared that roomany pre- 


of Faith and good workes , they never count 


the Text, to which we intend a Berj 
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many wandring Chriſtians : whoſe home is al- 
walcs to bee abroad , Profefſours in ſpirituall 
Palmeſtry, who will undertake to read the 
Life-line, the line of cternall life in the hands 
of mens ſcules, though for all their : kill, they 
often miſtake the hands of Eſau for the hands 
of Facob, approving many hypocrites for their 
holivefle and condemning fincere ſoules for 
counterfeits and diſſemblers, 

Calling and Eleftion [| men are not to lanch yJr1, 
into the Depths of Predcftination at the firſt 
daſh, bur fiſt ſoberly to begin with their 
Galling or Yocation, ] Surely the very An- 
gells which climbed up the ladder in Facebs 
* dreame did firſt begin art the Jaſt and loweſt * Gen.28.12.. 
Round, Firſt looke to. finde thy juſtification, 
and ſandification, then thy adoption and vo- 
cation, laſtly thy election and predeſtination, 


poſtcrouſly invert the order of my Text, and 
inſtead of Calling and EleRion, read EleQior 
and Calling , firſt graſping at thoſe myſ-+£<5 
(-both in their practiſe ard diſcourſe 5 which 
are above their reach, as it their ſ-ules feared 
to be runne a-ground, if ſailing if the ſhallows 


themſclves ſafe, buc when 2dveniuting, in thoſe 
ſecrets wherein they can finde r0 botrome. +, _ | 
We are now come tO the youngetpart in IX. 


portion. Bring to diſcourſe of the CRy __ 


A Sermon of Ajjurance, 
of calling and eledFion, not in reſpet of Gocs 
predeſtination, itbeing from all Ererniry ſure 
* At;15.8, In him, * from the beginning of the wwrld God 
Y  knoweth all his workes, but in reference-to man's 
 apprehenſton, concerning the affurance rhere- 
*1Chro:r2. of, And now leaſt onr diſcourſe like * For- 
** aan in the firſt moneth ſhould over-flow.,, wee 
_ raiſe theſe Bankes to bridle it, and con- 

NTT 5 


'T. That aſſurance of Caling and EleFion _ 
is feaſible in this life co be attaind. #7 
2. What this aſſur-nce 1s. 

3. How a- Chriſtian buckleth and ap- }; 

plicth it to his ſoule 2 oY 

4. Wee will ſatisfie ſome doubts and ! 

difficulries in this behalfe, ! 

5, Wee will conclude with comforta« 

table uſes toall ſorts of Chritians. © 

> 'Of the firſt. That affurance of ones Calling © 

and Elefion may, without any miraculous re- # 

velation, be in this life acquired, appeareth 

zlaine in the Text, becauſe the Apoſtle in the | 

MPpicity of the Dove-like Spirit exhort's us {| 
to the weaining thereof, Now ſurely it had 

been no barter than holy fraud, ( which hea- 
vent hath a Pillsrie to puniſh ) to put men up- 
ON 2 /aboxr in Vaine, to ſecks that which is not 
to be found. Thinke not therefore that the aſ- 
ſurance of Calling and Ele&ten is like the Phi- 
loſophers fone, which ſo many have ſearched 
for, yet all have loſt their eſtates, before they 
could find it our; but no doubt by God's 
Be | _ bleſſing 
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bleſfiog ir isin this world attainable. And yet the 


Pepiſts maintaine, that whileſt wee live 1n this 
world, and faile in our deſires and affections 
to the rich Indies of Heaven and happuneſle, 
no furcher Land is diſcoverable beyond the C ape 
of goad hope, and that it isarrogancy and preſum- 
ption ( withouran immediate exprefſe by reve- 
lation from Heaven ) for any to conceive him- 
ſelf aſſured of his ſalvation. 

For the ſecond, this afſurance of ones Cal/raz and 
Eleftion is a (| leparable } fruit or eff=, nor of 
every true, but only of ſome ſt:ong Faiths, where- 
by the party is perſwaded , of the certainty of 
his Calling and Election. I fay ſeparable, to 
manifeſt my diffenting from ſuch worthy Di- 
vines, who make this Aſſurance tro bee the ve- 
ry Being, Eflence, Lite, Soule, and Formality 
of Faith itſelf, Waence theſe two Opinions as 
falſe, gs dangerous, muſt of neceffity bee infer- 
red, Firſt, thac every one who hath crue faith, 
and are <ternally to bee faved, have alwaies 
fome meaſure of this Afſurance : Secondly, thar 
ſuch, whoare devoid of this Aſſurance, are like- 
wiſe deprived of all ſincere faith for the prefent, 
But God foibid any Preacher ſhould deliver Do- 
<trines ſo deſtructive to Chriſtian comfort on 
the one (ide, and advantagious to ſpirituall Pride 
on the other. Such will prove Carxificine,the racks 
and tortures of tender Conſciences. And as the 
* carcleſſe Mother kill'd her little childe, for ſhe 
overlaid it ; fothe weightof this heavie DoQtrin, 
would preſſe many oy but pious ſoules ; ma- 
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'ny faint, but fceble infant-faiths cothe pit of De- 


ſpaire, exacting ard extorting from them more 
than God requires, that eyery Faith ſhould have 
aſſurance with ir, or elſe be uneffeQuall to fal- 
vation. No, the formality of Faith, conſiſts in 
mans renouncing and diſclaiming all fufficiencie 
in hi;nſelfe, caiting, rolling, and relying his ſoule 
totally and entirely on the mercies of God, and 
merits of Chriſt, though nor aſſured ſometimes 
of the certainry of his ſalvation. Like a man in 
a tempeſt caſt out of the ſhip, and lying on a 
planke or board, placerh all his humane hopes 
on that planke or board, thereby to eſcape drow- 
ning, though he have. no certatnty, that che ſame 
ſhall bring him ſafe tothe ſhore. 

As for thoſe reverend Divines who have writs 
ten and maintained the contrary, that Aſſurance 
is the very ſoulc of faith,and faichecad and uſelcfſe 
without it z farbe irfrom:me, becauſe diſfeating 
from their opinians,to raile on their Perſons, and 
wound the memories of thoſe which are dead 
with opprobrious termes; rather ler us thank God 
fortheir learned and religious writings left be- 
hinde them, knowing, that the head of the know- 
ledge of this Age, ſtands on the ſhoulders of the 
former, andtheir very errors have advantaged 
us into a clearer diſcoyery of the truth in this 
particular. 

Inthenext place, a Chriſtian thus colleeth 
this Aſſarance of his Calling and Eleition , by com- 
poſing this pracicall £5/ogiſmein hisſoulc, 
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The Major. 

He that truely repenteth himſelfe of hs ſinnes, 

and relyech with a true faithon Godin Chriſt, 

i ſurcly Called, and by conſequence Eletted 
before all Eternity to be a veſſel of honour, 


The Minor 


But I truely repent my ſelfe of my ſinnes, and 
rely witha true faith on Godin Chriſt, 


I he Concluſion, 


Therefore Iam irnly Called and Elefted,crc. 


The Mor is the ſenſe of the Scriptnre in ſeverall 
places, the very effect of Gods promiſes, andthe 
generall ſcope of the Goſpell : ſo that if Satan 
ſhould be ſo impudent, as to deny the truth of 
chis Propoſition, he may be beaten with chat wea- 
pon, whereat once he challenged our Saviour, #t 
& written, 

All the difficulty is inthe I£izor, Happy that 
man, bleſſed that woman, who wichour ſelf-de- 
luſion, without flatcering their owne ſoules, can 
ſeriouſly make this Aſſumption, But 7, &s. For 
ſuch I care be bold ro make the Concl'fon, yea 
it makes ir ſelþe for them, wirhour-my Aſſiſtance. 
Bur alaſſe'! many our of fearefulnefle. dire nor 
make this Hine, conceliving this Aſſumption to 
bee preſumption in them. And although, they 
might trucly doe it (being in a better condition 
rhen they conceive themſclves) yet overwhelmed 


with the ſenſe of their ſinnes and Gods ſeverity, 


they aflumethecontrary, and poore ſoules, ofren 
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a: Reom.;8 X pf 6, 


apprchend and conclude their owne damnation 
in their wounded conſciences : whereas cthers: 
with a more dangerou: miſtake of common illu- 


minartons, fordiſcrimin-ting grace, falſely make 


the M7-67. ard canſelefly inferre,their bleſled con- 
dicion, w'thourt juſt ground for the fime, Such 
f.w as goc tichily to worke doe produce theſe 
thtcc witiiefls, to atlcrt the truth of this Miner 
to» opoli.1-n, : 

Fiiſt, thetcſtimony of their Conſcience, that 
A--urzey Generali ro the King of heaven, whoſe 
Yea or Nay, ought to bee more with us then all 
the Ca: nes 11 the world beſide. One knoweth 
whom ir isthac he loveth, and whom he loveth 
not, whom it is hetruſteth, and whom he truſt- 
eth not, and in like manner his: Conſcience tells 
bim, whether he doth, ordoth not trucly repent, 
whether ſeemingly, or ſincerely he caſteth him- 
ſcite on God in Chriſt. 


<ccondly, the witneſfſe of the holy Spiritin 
their hearts,* which beareth witneſſewith their Spirit,,. 


ihat thiy are the children of Ged, Now wee muſt 
with. forrow.confcſle, that this docrine of the 
Spirit dwelling in the heart of Gods ſervants 
is much diſcountenanced of late, and the Devill 
thereupon. hath improved his owne intereſt, To 
ſpcake plainely, itis not the fiercenefle of the Li- 
on, nor the fraud of the Fox, but the mimical- 
neſſe of the Ape, which inour Age hath diſcre- 


dited the undoubted Truth. Bur what ifthe Apes 


in Jzdza finding a glow-worme,. miſtooke ic to 
be truc fie, and heaping muchcombuſtible mar- 
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baptiſts, by uſurpation have inti:led their braine- 
ſicke fancics, to be ſo many illuminations of the 


ſpirit, muſt we preſently turne * Sadaces in this * As 23-8. 


point, and deny that there is any ſpiritatall £ God 
forbid. We confcſſe the Apoſtles in the Primi- 
tive Church were our elder bretheren, and wi h 
Iſaac carried away the inherirance of the ſpirit in 
{o great aproportion, as to be enabled thereby 
to miraculous operations , Yet ſo, that wee, 
( — the yonger bretheren) the ſonnes of 
Ketwrah, have rich and precious gitts of the ſpi- 
ritbeſtowed upon us, which at ſometime or 0- 
ther, in a higher or lower degree ſweetly move 
the ſoule of all Gods ſervants, and in many of 
them; tcſtifie the truth of that Miner Propeſition, 
nam-ly the fincetity of their faith and repentance. 
The third and laſt witneſſe we will infiſt on, is. 
that comfort and contentment, the Conſcience 
of the party takes in doing good works, and 
brin-ing forth the fruits cf new obedience, That 
though heeknowes his beſt good works are ſtat- 


-ned with corruptiors and many imperfeRions, 


yet becauſe they arethe end of his vocation, and 
the Juſtifiers of his Faith , becauſe thereby the. 
Gofjell is graced, wicked men amazed, ſome 


- of them converted, the reſt confounded, weake- 


Chrifiiansconfirmed, the poore relieved, Devils - 
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r'pining at them, Angels rejoycing for them, 


God himſclfe glorificd by them, {'fay, becaule 
ot theſc and other reaſons, he doth good deeds 
with himility and cheeretulineſſe, and findeth a 
fingular j-»y in his (oulercſulting from the doing 
rhercof, This joy is an excellent-witnefle to de- 
poſe the truth of his Faith and repentance, and to 
confirme the Mer inthe former Syllogiſme. 

See here though good works on juſt ground 
were excluded our Texr, yet in due time and their 
proper places wee have enrertained them in our 
termon, If good workes offer to.crowd into our 
juſtificarion, Jetus be {o beld as to ſhut the doore 
againſt them, Bur it wee have any to comp 11to 
our ſanctification, thereby alſo to averre and 
atteſt the truth of Gur Faith and Repeetance;, 
let us ſay to them as Laban to Facob, why ftand 
yee without come in yeebl:ſſedof the Lord, And. this 
zoy conceived from the good workes men doc, 
's the more pure the. more private, the more 
fincere, the more ſecretly ir is carried. I ſhall 
ever commend the modeſty of Eliſabeth: who 
after long barrenneſſe finding her ſclt with child 
did nor publiſh her happineſſe to the veiw of 
the world, but hid her ſelf three moneths. If 
attcr too long ſterility in goodneſſe, thou per- 
ceiveſt thy ſelf at laſt by God's grace pregnant 
119 pious workes, vent not thy good ſucceſle in 
the Market-place, doe not boaſt and bragge 
thereof in diſcourſe to others, but bee contented 


to enjoy the ſulid comfort thereof betwixt God 


and thy owne conſcience. 
So 
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the truth of the Amor. All that 1 ſhall adde is 
this, let us who are or ſhould bee {@hollars take 
heed , whom our parents or friends have bred 
at the Fountaines of Learning and Religion, 
till our portions are almoſt ſhrunke into our E. 
ducation.. Let us rake heed, leaſt filly ſimple 
p-ople, 'who never read Ariſtotle's Organon, 
never knew how to mould Argum«<nt in mood- 
and figure, make this Syllogiſme true in their 
hearts, by their ſapernaturall Lozicke, whileſt we, 
with all our wit and unſi-Rified learning, maze 
at the beſt bur a S5laciſme, ard thereby pur a 


dangerous failacy upon cur owns ſoules. 
Bur heere wee muit propound and anſwer 
ſome objefaions, the reſolution wh-reof may 


tend both to our inſtruction and comfort; The g6jec; 


firſt is this, whether all the ſervants of God now 
living, and inthe ſtare of grace, arefor the pre- 
ſent aſſured of their Callmg and Eledtion, $9 
that if inſtantly arreſted to pay their d:bt ro na- 
ture, they are as confident of their ſouls moun- 
ting up to heaven and happinefſe, as of their 
bodics falling downe to duſt and corruption, 
Wee divide the congregation of God's fcr- 
vants now ſurviving into rankes; Firit * Mna- 
fons old diſciples, ſeniour proteſſors of picry. 
* Hannah's which have lived many yearcs inthe 
Temple, ſerving God with Faſting and Prayers 
#ight and day. Theſe by frequent acts, have 


| . Contracted a habit of Piety, Grace by cuſtome 
1 i made another nature _ unco thei , eſpecially 


LOWards. 


Soe much for the three witneſſes to confirme XVI I, 
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towards the latter end of their lives , - partly 
becauſe their ſoules do ſteale a Glymps, Glance , 
or Piſzah-light of heaven, through the Cletts 
and Chinkes of their Age , or 1icknefſc-bro- 
ken-bodies ; and partly becauſe, as all motion 
is {wifreſt the neereſt it comes ro the Center: 
So they, the neerer they draw by death to hea- 
ven, God's Spir.t and all goodnefle growerh 
more quick and active in them. Of tizeſe wee 
fay thar ir is ofren oblerved, God deales ſo 
graciouſly with them, as ro crawne their endea- 
-vors with an aſſurance of ſa'vation. Toſuch ] may 
add? thoſe whom I may call yozrg-o/d-Chrifti- 
_- avs, Whoſe proftcflion of Chriſt, rhough ſhorr, 
.,7 hath bcene thick; though young 1n yeares, yet 
| * they have not oncly done, but ſuffered tof Chrilt. 
| Relig.on harh coſt them deare, they have not 


not onely paſſed proſperity , but have been ac- 


lors in Chriftianity, which have cut the lize, 
and have paſſed the Torrid Zone of Perſecution, 
and which is more,of a wounded conſcience. Theſe 


and out of his undeſerved mercy reward them 
with the Aflurance. of their ſalvation, i 
XXI. Butall ſtarres which ſhine in heaven are not 
of the firſt grearneſle, neither are all of David's 
worthies to bee equalled with the firſt three. 
Other Chriſtians there are ( who in God's due 
rime may mate the former both in grace 


ON: 


ii only been ſummered but wintered in piety, have 


quainted with adverſity therein, Great traye- - 


alſo God may admit into the former forme, 


and glory ) Punies in picty, Novices in Religi- - 
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on: Of fuch, 1 fay; not one of a hundred 
{ whatſoever they may erroncoufly pretend 
to-'\the iconrary 3 are affured of their Caſfling 
and Eft#/o8. | 


If further -it be demanded , whether every XX II. 


Saint of God belonging to EleQion, hath not 
at one time or other in his life 'or at his death, 
this aſſurance conveyed into his ſeule,, I muſt 
.confeſſe that heerein, the ftreames 'of learned 
mens judgements, runne not onely in different, 
bur contraty channells, Some are of opinion 
chat God is fo gracious, and magnifies his mer- 


.cy ſo much in his proceedings. towards his fer- ' 


vants, that che very meaneſt in the Family of Faith, 
have ſame propottion of this aſſurance, conferred 
upon them during their abode in this life. Other 
Divines, no whit inferiour to the former innum- 
ber, Learning,Religion,and Chriſtian experience, 
mainraine the oppoſtte-opinion : that God ſome- 
times is {o pleaſed, to try the patience, and hum- 
ble the hearts of tome of his feryants, thatacon- 
tinuall feare, is a conſtant covering of their eyes, 
they goe heavily all the dey long, never daring for 
feare of preſumption, to owne and acknowledge 
any grace in their hearts, alwaics jealous of rhetr 


owne condition, and ſadly ſufpitious of them- 


ſelves, leaft all rheir holincfle prove hypocriſic, 
and their Piety be more in proteſſion then ftnceri- 
tie. Thoſe may be compared unto children in 
their Mothers belly, which /havetruclife in them, 
and yet them(clves doe not know that they live. , 
For my owne part, 1 _— ve this cantroverlſic 
4 can 
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can onely bee decided betwixt God,. anda mans 
owne Conſcience : no third Perſon can beprivie 
ro the ſecret trayſaRtions berwixt them. The laſt 
of theſe two Opinions: (ſo farre as one may con- 
j: ture) ha:h' moſtof chariry, and-not the leaſt of 
tiuch init. 1;:amperiwaded that many a pious 
{oule dying. inthe fitof a tempration, hath inſtantly 
expected to fſinke from his death-bed into hell-fire; 
when the ſame by Gods goodnefle hath beene 
countermandeda contrary way, and ſent to blifſe 
and happinefle , Yea, ic is more then probable, 
that many ſad and afflicted ſpirits, have beene pol- 
* ſeſled of glory in beaven, before: they. durſt ever 
ownethat themſclves had any true Grace onearth, 


X-XIIT. Thenextqueſtion which comes to be reſolved, 


js, whether this aſſurance once poſſcſfed, may-not 
afterwarc's be forfeired. Here the controverſie is 
not, whether once thechilde of God, may rclapſe 
into the ſtate of damnation, totally and finally lo- 
ſing all ſaving Grace in his heart, (which deſperate 
Poſition cutsaſunder the finewes of all Goſpel- 
comfort) but it is onely enquired into, whether 
the apprehenſion or -4ſſuraxce of hi calling; may 
not in ſome caſes be loſt. Wherein our an{wer 1s 


affirmative, and this uſually comes to paſſe on. 


theſetwo ſad Occafions,.. 


EXIV. Fuſt, whenthe Parry commits ſome Conſci- - ; 
ence-waſting finne, ſuch as Tertu/ltax tearmes, | 
Peccatum gdevoraterium ſalutis; and continues inthe | 
ſame ſoni® ſeaſon-without repentance, indced.: e- | 
very-ſurreptitious ſinne, or finne of infirmity, and | 


eſpecially a complication of many of them roge- 


ther, 
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\ther, have a good minde-to deſtroy. this 4//kwraxce; 
:But it is ſcldome ſcene, that their ſtrength is ſo 
grear, (though they frequently fret and .dayly 
nibbleatthe.cordes of our Aſſurance) as to:ſhare 
orgrind them alunder, a thing uſually done by 
the committing of high and heinous offences, 
There isa whirlewinde in the Weſt-Iudies, called 
a Herricane, Wwhich.comes but ſeldome, and yet 
too often, :For then Raſor-like it ſhaves downe 
all levell and flat before it, Trees, and Townes, 
and -Towres, ia a word, itis as wild and ſavage 
as the Natives of the Countrey, No lefle E 
impetuous violence and cruclty of a Conſcience- 
walting-fiane : ſuchas Zozs [ncclt, Davids Adul- 
cery, Peters deniill, when they come, they make 
a depopulation of all Graces formerly planted in 
the ſoule, 'maiming the hand of Faich, breaking 
the Anchor of Hope, quenching the heate of 
Charity, darkning the light of knowledge, and 
rotally taking away for a time, the comfortable 
apprchenſionof Gods loye to them, and their cal- 
ling to God, This made Dqvid petition to God, 
Reftore to me the joy of thy ſalvation, Wherein three 
thingsare implicd, Firſt, that once he did poſſefſe 
that joy, &eftere it. Secondly, that. now hee had 
loſt ir, Reftore it , Laſtly, that the loſſe thereof 
was not fo deſperate, but with hope by trueſor- 
row, to recover this joy. Reſtore to methejoy of thy 
Salvation. | 


\. The ſecond way to loſe this Aſſurance, is by XXV, 


ſuffering ſome great afflition, above the ſtandard 
and-propoction'of ' otignry crofles z -* 
| | 2 0Q 
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of a:ſadder hue;. and blacker complexion then 
what uſually befall- other Chriſtians, In ſuch a 
caſe a ſorrowfull ſoule, is ready thus to reaſon 
with-it-felfe, . Once I conceived my fſelte' in a 
happy condition, thinking my ſclfe eſtated' inthe 
favour of God, truely called, and by. conſequence 
truely elected to grace here, and glory hereafter, 
But nowalaſle, I perceive my ſelfe utterly miſta- 
ken. I built my hopes on a falſe bottome, Fam- 
but a'mcere formaliſt, a pretender to piety, yea 
a-reprobate and caſt-away, otherwiſe God would 


never afflit me in this faſhion, with ſuch hide-. 


ous and horrible crofles, dolefull tribulations, 
diſmall temptations, ſo that the brimſtone of 


hell-fire may-plainely bee ſented therein, Thus 
. holy Fob, when God diſcharged whole volleys 


of Chaine-ſhot of aflitions againſt him, .ove- drew 
9 axother, we find! him ſometimes venting ex- 


preſſion, rankly favouring of deſpaire,. and no 
wonder if hee beganto ſtagger who had drunke. 


ſo: deepely of the bitter cuppes. And: now 
conceiving our ſelves in ſome: meaſure to: have 


ſatisfied the. moſt important . praQticall+ queries . 
wherewith this do@rine-of Aſſurance is iricum- - 


bred, wecome to make ſome profitable applica- 
tion. - : nl 


The Graciavs had a threefold: Song; the-0ld 
men.ſung , we have beene, the middle-agtd men we - 


are; the es Pry we ſhall be, This Song will 
vide my Auditors at this time. Some 
ling we. heve- beene, There: was a happy time 


mhercia wee: were-alcertained ofiour Calling and . 
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' And although it may pleaſe God: in his mercy 


m4 YE es I 


ef Sermon of Aſſurance. 


Eledtion , but now, alaſſe poore ſoules }! have 
loſt ie. Others Sing wee are for the preſent in the 
peacible poſſefion of ſuch afſurance. Others ſing 
wee ſhall bee in God's due time, when, his good- 
nefle and wiſedome ſeeth fir, fuch an happineſic 
ſhall bee beſtowed upon us. 

Wee begin with the firſt that ſing, wee heve xXXy 11, 
been, O that it were in my power as well to 
kelpasto pitty you, to amend as robernoane your 
condition ! It is the greateſt miſery , thar one 
hath once beene happy. All your Song is a 
Burthes, The belt advice I can' preſcribeunto you 
isthis, ſeriouſly conſider with your felves which 
way -you loſt this aſſurance of 'your Salvation 
was it by committing aconſcience-waſting-finne? 
nv» Divine can commend: unto: you better or 0- 
ther Phyfick, than oncly * Aemeonber from whence « pq. 
thou art fallen , and repent and doe thy, firſt Workes, | 


to'forgive thy dayly imperfe&ions and mani1- 
fold- infirmitics, on thy generall! repentance and 
quotidian prayer, aud. forgiue us aar treſpaſſes, yer 
the moſt comfortable courle- and ſurelt way; to 
obtaine peacc- of conſcience after the: commit- 
ring of an- hainous offence, is by particular: hu-. 
miliation for. it, withour which ſerious. fornow, 
ſolide comfort is either never given, or nor 
long enjoyed. | 
Butif-chou. haſt forfeited thy: former aſſurance, XX VIII. 
thorough the preſſure. of ſome keavy: afflicti-- TM 
on, learne- and: labour to: reftifie- thy erronious 
jadpement, who nn yohGad's- 


love, , 
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love, at the worlt of his anger, hath falſcly in- 
ferred a corclufion of his hatred againſt thee. 


Conſider -how God corrects thoſe whom hee 


loves moſt, to the intent that all grace may bce 
encreaſed and improved in them. Paſſing by on 


a night in the ſtreets, | mer a youth having 
a lighted linke in his hands, who was offen- 
ded thereat, becauſc it burnt ſo dark and dimme, 
and therefore the better to improve the lighr 
thereof, he bear, bruiſed, and battered it againſt 
the wall, that the wicke therein might be ſpread 
out, and-the pirch with other comb.iſtible mat- 
ter, (which before ſtifled the light with its- over- 
ſtiffneſſe ) might be looſened, which preſcntly 
cauſed the linke to blaze forth into a lighter 
fame, God in like manner deales with thy ſouls 
that thou mayeſt ſhine the brighter before men, 
hce doth buffet and afflit thee with ſeverall 
.remptations, which give thee occaſions to exerciſe 
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thy graces which lay hid in proſperity, Such | 


corrections will in concluſion, greatly adde to 
thy ſpirituall light and luſtre. Apply theſe and 
the like conſolations to thy ſfoule, and remem- 
ber what David ſaith , heavineſſe may endure for 
« night, but jey cometh in the morning. Yea but 
you will ſay, my night of forrow , is like 
the nights in Greeze-ZLand , which laſt full 
four moneths rogether. A long night I muſt con- 
feſſe, bur day will dawne at the laſt, and laſt 
the longer for it. | 
Come we now to thoſe that fing wee are, who 


doc not boalt { that is a bad figne ) bur rc- 


joyce,: | 
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joyce, that for the preſent they are poſſeſſed of 
this aſſurance. And-is it ſo indeed gh nd doeſt 
thou not deceive thy ſclfe, -beb012ing thy 
condition through a fl ittering glafſe or falſe 
ſpectacles ? Well it thou afficmeſt it , I dare 
not deny it. It were no manners nor charity 
in mce to give thy belicfe the lic, and there- 
fore what you ſay of your ſelves, I give 
credite thereunto. OnelyIct me ſtay a litrleand 
congratulate your happy eſtate, Good ſacceſſe have 
you with your honour. God hath not dealt thus 
with every one, neither have all his ſervants ſo 
large a proportion of his favour, And now [I 


Ine oa I. 


« Will take the boldneſle ro commend ſome coun-- 
ſell unto you. In the firſt place be thankefull ro 


God for this great courtcfie conferred upon thee, 
and know, that all heavenly gifts as they are 


got by Prayer, arc kept, confirmed, and increaſed. 


by Praiſes. | 
Secondly, take heed of inſulting over ſuch as 


want this aſſurance : upbraid not chem with their 
ſad conJition, Say not unto them, I am certaine 
of my Calling and Eleftion , Erga, | ama Saint, a 
choſen veſleil, eternally to bee ſaved z, Thou 
Jackeſt this certainty, therefore art a rep:obate, a 


caſt away, a fire-brand of Hell, eternally to bee 
damned. ls this the expreſſion of thy gratitude- 
to God, proudly to trample on his ſervants, and ' 
thy brethren 2 It is hard to ſay, wheti:cr that 


thy inference hath more of profanenefle, orfalſe- 


hood in ir. If a Favourite to a great Emperour * 


ſhould ſay , [Al rhat are n0t in as high efteer:e and 
credit-: 
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. credit with the Emperour us my ſelfe, are ſo many 
7 raitowr5s pb ould not this be accounted-not on- 
ly, a vaine-glorious expreflion, but injurious, 
both to his ſoveraigneand fellow-ſubjeas £ How 
many thouſands of them, would be willing, yea 
defirous to adventure their lives, in a lawfull 
.cauſe for their Emperours honour, who notwith- 
ſtanding never had the favour, to'bee perſonably 
known unto him, much lefle co 'be preferred by 
him to places of eminent truſt and command, 
And may not many be preſumed on, as-cordi- 
ally affc&ted to Gods glory, which from their 
hearts love and honour both him and his, com- 
pleatly loyall to his heavenly Majeſty, who have 

not as yet been advanced ſo high, and ingratia-. 
red fo farre with him, as to receivethe Aſſurance 
of their Calling and Elettion * 

SL XL Thirdly, walke humbly before God,and know 7 

thatthis Aſſurance hath a narrow throate, and !} 

may be choaked with a ſmallfinne, if God leave *7 

thee to thy ſclfe, There be two kindes of poyſon, 

the one hot, the other cold, Hot poyſon makes 

ſpcedy diſpatch, it ſends men poſt to their graves; 

Cold poyſon 1s not ſo ative and operative, it 

Kills burat diſtance, and if inany reafonabletime 

It meets with a ſeaſonable Antidote, the malignity 

thereof may be prevented , yea perchance with- 

out an Antidote, it falling upona ſtrong and ſtur- 

dy conſtitution, may be maſtered by natures own 

Cordiall ; notfinally todeſtroy, but onely to ſtu- 7 

pificandbenumme. Pricſumption is hot poyſon, + | 

it kills its thouſands,makes quick xiddance - mis 
| | oules 


S 
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ſoules tro: damnation. Deſpaire, wee confeſle, 'is 
poyſon; and hath kill'd its thouſands, but the ve- 
nomethereof is:morecurable, as more colde and 
taint inthe operation thereof, Take heede there- 
fore of preſumption, leſt the confidence of the 
Aſſarance of thy Calling betray thee to ſpirityall 
Pride, that to Security, that to Deſtruction. 


Here take notice that the ſoule of a Saint con- X X XII. 


fiſts ot ſacred- riddles, and holy contradictions: 


Rejoyce (ſaith * David) before him with trembling : if * pal, 2. 


rcjoying how can hee tremble, if trembling how 
can.hee rejoyce £ -Oh. that is an unhappy ſoule 
3 whichcamor find an expedient betwixt theſe ex- 
I -trcimitics!! thar-cannot accommodate theſe ſecm- 
3 ing contrarieties';- Rejoycing, when he lookes on 
3 agracious God, trenblizg, when he bcholds a fin- 
3 Full-ſclfe:: Reozcing, when looking upward on 
$ -Gods promiſes, trembling, when looking down- 
wards.on his ideſeres.' Ever trizmphing, that hee 
ſhall be ſaved, and everterembling lc(t he ſhould 
-bedamned ; ever certainerhat he ſhall ſtand, and 
ever carctulbleaſthe ſhould fall. Taxtus oft gradue 
certitydinis, (ſaith Saint Auguſtine) quanine eff gra- 
dns ſollicitadings, He that harh much teare to of- 
fend: God, hath muchcertainty to continue inhis 
$ Hfavout: he tbat fearecs litrle, hath little certainty; 
3 . and betbatis altogecher fearelefle, whatſocverhe 
; proudly;prefumes rorthe contrary, hathno aſſu- 
 ranceert all to perſeverc in Gods-tavour, Wee 


| may-obſcrve that ſuchas have the ſhaking Palfic 


- their heads, live to be very aged men: ſure] am, 
thavſuchasihave a filiall feare toincurre theirhea- 
Boboig. E 


venly | 
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yenly Fathers diſpleaſure, hold outto the laſt, e- 
ven to that life which hath no end. The heavens 
themſelves are ſaid to have Motamstrepidations; and 
the beſt and moſt ſpirituall ſervants of God, cons 
fzntly feele ſuch trembling fats: 1a their owne 
ſouls. Ina word, Aſſurance to perſevere is a ſpar- 
kle of heavenly fire, fed with rhe dayly tinder of 
feare to offend _ | Roacrhan ci - 
-Y 111, Nor letany confidently preſume on the myſte. 
XXX 11 ric of predeftination, ( which like the Lawes of 
_ the Medesand Perſians cannot be repealed) thereon 
to {inne with indempnity ,; becaufe-once andever 
Gods ſervant, | and no feare finally to fall'from 
him, - For, beſides other anſwers. to quell} their 
pride, let ſuch ſeriouſly confiderbur this particu- 7 
lar inſtance. God granted Hezekiah a Leaſerof ! 
his life for fifteen yeares longer, and it was im- + 
poſſible for him to-dye. till that tearme was ex-- 
pired ,, ſothat had Hezekjah fed on Toades and Vi-- - | 
pers, on the moſt noxious food for mans nature, he #Z 
was notwithſtanding immortall during the time | 
-prefixt z becauſe Truth it ſelfe had promiſed. 
However. if HeFekiab provedcarcleſſc in hisdict, 
thoughcertaine of his life, he had no affurance of | 
his health forthat ſcaſon, Hisintemperance might | 
draw fickneſſe oa him, ſo. that hee might loſe the- | 
 lifeof his life, his libertyof walking abroad,com- 3 
fort in converfing with company, plcaſure intaſt- ;; 
ing hismeateanddrinke, to be kept conſtant pri-- | 
| foneronhis bed; a languiſhing as bads dearh it 
 felfe, Grant-in like manner, that Predeftinari 


n 
priviledgeth thee. from ficall Apeſtacie, ye if 
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.carelcf{ero tkeepe. Gods 'Commandements, thou 
maiſt forfeit/all thy rs the joy of 
thy Sebvation, have a helt on carth 'inthy Coalci- 
ence; having inthyapprehenfion all thebeames of 
Gods fayour'ecclipſed, one glimp(\ thereof a ſer. 
yane of God prizeth above millions of worlds. 
Wecome now tothele that ſing, We (bat be. It XX XIV 
is ( ſay they ) not onely.vaine but wicked to ſecke l 
to bettcr our conditions by telling a lie. Wee 
ſhould wrong' God and our owne canſciences to 
affirme. that for the preſent this Aﬀurance is con- 
ferred upon us, butare not indeſpaire in duotime 
from- God's mercy to receive it. Some counſels I 
have to recommend untothem, 
- Furſt doe notenvie and repine attheir happines, XX X Y,, 
to whom this favour is already confirmed, but be-. 
cauſe God hath lov'd and honour'd them ſo much, 
doe thou loveand honour them the mare, and doe 
defire and endeavourtobeeadded to their ſociety, 
. Secondly know tothy.comfort that wereit not xxy yx 
more for God's glory, and thy good, this Aſſu- : 
rance:had long ſince been :beſtowed : upon thee, 
Andforſeverall reaſansitis hitherco detained. 
- . ;:Perochance becauſe as yetthvu haſt not fer- 
ycntly fuedto.God for ic. Thy affeRions. are 
- gold; weights, not zealoufly engaged in the 
dcfire: thereok:;; :'Fhou ſeemecſt indifferear.and 
uncencern'd; whether thou receiveit:this Al- 
ſuranceorno. Now Godſctsſuch an eſtimate 
and. valuation on [this Aſſurance, as a grand 
pitt, and favour-ct-the firſt magaicude, that 
wilt-havc it ſought, and ſearched, and ſued, 
ww... , E 3 A 
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and prayed, and: preſſed: for, with holy con- 


- ſtancy, and: reſtleſſe importunity before-hee 


will grant it; Hannah called her ſonne, * S«- 


 wnel,. For (ſaid ſhee)) 1 have aaked him of the 


Lord;. Every good thing, temporal, ſpiritual}; 
inward, outward, every paritcutar grace muſt 
be a Sammwel, craved, and requeſted of God be- 
fore-the. fruition thereof can be ſweet:to 'our 
foules, or comfortable ro our Confcicnces.. 
To have a favour, before we havercqueſtcdir,: 
is the ready way to loſe it,. before wee know: 
thet:ue worth and value thereof. 


2. Perchance God as -yct ,with-holds this 


aſſurance from thee, with intent-to rencer 116 
more acceptable when it is beſtowed. - Never 
had Iſaac: beene. ſo welcome t9 Sarab, but be- 
cauſe lon: barrennefle, and expectation, had fe 
ſo ſharpean edge on heraftcRion. | 


3. Ir.may be God in his Providence fore-; 


ſces, ſhould this Aſſurance be beſtowed upon 


thee, thou would'ſt.play the untheift ang ilþ+ 
_ husband therewith: And therefore God R111 : 


keeps it in his own band, uatiilthou beeſtmore:. 
wiſe and- better-able ro manage and imploy 
it, The * Prodigall Sonne having received 
his Portion from his Father, riorouſly ſperr 


' tamongſ Harlotsz the ſame may b: tafpet. d 


by thee, and therefore as carctull Parcnis,-jea- 


-Jous of thcir ſonnes thriftinefle, will nor :d:hi- 


ver-unto them all their Meancs at: once, but 
rather confiac them: for-{ome yearestoa ſmall 


Beufton and moderate. Agauitic, iatcnding:to + 
ZTET OPEN 
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mk open their halts, and” erla 


' not intiuſt thite with the"grofle ſumme of thy 
' Aſſurane&*t&!be'ipald ithee- al at once; bit ce- 

' raile tout tato theeby degrees more or kike; 
now a {cruple, now*u*dramme thereof. And 
when thou ſhult give gvod Evicence <f thy 


Chriſtian pruderce to husband and improve it, 
the1emnanr' ot this Aſſurance ſhall wholly be 
made over ufito thee. [fi 
'Fhirdly, wait and' attend the rime of Tod, 0 
arry the Lords liaſw e (when he will be, be can bee 
at leaſure) who in the moſt fitreft minute arid mo- 
ment will confi: me this long expet<d Afurance 
unto thee, ' Know this that'all the weights and 
and: plunrmets of humane 'importunity, - cannor 
make the Glock of Gods T:me ſtittke a minute 
{ooner then he hath- fer ir. N& doudt the Virgin 
Mary '{mredithe grearcſt Intereſt-in our Saviour 
according to the fleſh, to obtaine a reaſonable 
requeſt of him, and yet could nor prevaile for 
the- working -of a Mitacle before his * honre was 
fully come; Wherefore be thownor like: ro Hophn; 
and Phiwex the Prieſts; 'who' contrary to Gods: 
inſtirution, ' whey afty man offercd a ſacrifice, u« 
ſed ro ſend-a ſervant whileſt the fleſh was {eeth- 
mg, witha * Fleſh: hooke of three teechin his; hand, 
who -thrufting it - into-the ketrle,, rooke* or his 
Maſters part, whatſoever the Fleſh-hookebro*ght up. 
And if-any advifed\him-to ſtay rill the fat was 
burnt, according-ro- the cuſtoine under the law, 
hee-preſently proved imparietr, 'would haveno. 


E. 3: 3 ſlodgen: 


| re their bounty, 
when they" [ce cauſe; Godin like manner will 
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ſodden fleſh but raw, which if not inſtantly givcn 
-him, be would take it by force. Now uch are the 
ravenous appetites, and varacious ſtomacks of 


many men, that when they propound-aony thing 
to their defires, they will not ry till God harh 


fitred it for them ,; but by hooke or by crooke, by 


any finiſter or indiretmeancs they will compaſle 
their ends. Such will feed os raw meat (as if rhe. 
heat of their ardent defires-would-roft it enough 
for themſclves) morſels which perchance fome- 
times would be pleaſant for the Palate to taſte, 
bur never wholeſome for the ſtomacke todigett, 

Theſeare not pleaſed, though having whar they 
pleaſe, ifnot alſo when they pleaſe : Be notrhou 
of their Diet, know ſuch raw meat will occalion 
crudities ia thy ſtamacke. Quietly--attend till 

God hath cooked, thy meat for thee ; thinke not 

in vaine to antidate, his -time 1s the, beſt. time. 
Know that generaliy the Waiches. of, our dfires 

goe too faſt , and therefore to ſet them right,they 

muſt be ſet backe according to the Suxne-dyaiiof 
Gods pleaſure. Wherefore, without any murmu- 
ring Or repining,-doe thou. willingly and cheere- 


Fully: waite the happy time; when God-.ſhall bee 


pleaſed to beſtow this Afſfurance upon thee. ;; © 

To Concludc with the time 4 TheiSchoole- 
men have a diſtinQion of a two-fold: certainety 
of Salyation ; the one evidentie, the other adhe- 
rextie : the former 'is when one evidently and 
clcarely apprehends Gods favour ſeal'd unto him * 
by his Spirit. This hitherto, thou lackeſt, __ 
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doſt diligently labour, dayly pray, and duely 
waite to reccive it, The latter oF adherence or 
_ recumbencie, all true Chriſtians ought ever to 

| bee poſſeſſed off, which hope for any happy- 
nefſe. Namely when a man caſteth himfelfe 
wholly upon Chriſt, clinging about him with 
Fobs re{>Jution, Though thos killeſt mee, yet wil I 

© pat my truſs in thee, Till we gaine the latter, let 
us make much of the former, having as much 
ſafety, though not ſo much ſolace in it , and 
which will with as much certainety, though not 

ſo much comfort, through Gods mercy, 
bring our ſoules to heaven and hap- 
pineſſe. Amen. 
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